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Synopsis

"An excellent case study of a little-studied and poorly known community experiencing the processes
of identity formation and culture change."--Brent R. Weisman, University of South FloridaA A This is
the first full-length ethnography of a unique community within the African diaspora. Rosalyn Howard
traces the history of the isolated "Red Bays" community of the Bahamas, from their escape from the
plantations of the American South through their utilization of social memory in the construction of
new identity and community.Some of the many African slaves escaping from southern plantations
traveled to Florida and joined the Seminole Indians, intermarried, and came to call themselves Black
Seminoles. In 1821, pursued and harassed by European Americans through the First Seminole
War, approximately 200 members of this group fled to Andros Island, where they remained
essentially isolated for nearly 150 years. Drawing on archival and secondary sources in the United
States and the Bahamas as well as interviews with members of the present-day Black Seminole
community on Andros Island, Howard reconstructs the story of the Red Bays people. She chronicles
their struggles as they adapt to a new environment and forge a new identity in this insular
community and analyzes the former slaves’ relationship with their Native American

companions.A A A A Black Seminoles in contemporary Red Bays number approximately 290, the
majority of whom are descended directly from the original settlers.A A As part of her research,
Howard lived for a year in this small community, recording its oral history and analyzing the ways in
which that history informed the evolving identity of the people.A A Her treatment dispels the air of
mystery surrounding the Black Seminoles of Andros and provides a foundation for further
anthropological and historical investigations.A A A A Rosalyn Howard is assistant professor of

anthropology at the University of Central Florida.

Book Information

Paperback: 176 pages

Publisher: University Press of Florida; 1st edition (November 29, 2002)
Language: English

ISBN-10: 0813027438

ISBN-13: 978-0813027432

Product Dimensions: 6.1 x 0.4 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 5.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)
Average Customer Review: 4.6 out of 5 stars 3 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #3,417,133 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #52inA A Books > History >



Americas > Caribbean & West Indies > Bahamas #9704 inA A Books > Politics & Social Sciences

> Anthropology > General #26010inA A Books > Science & Math > Behavioral Sciences

Customer Reviews

"An excellent case study of a little-studied and poorly known community experiencing the processes

of identity formation and culture change."

Rosalyn Howard is assistant professor of anthropology at the University of Central Florida. --This

text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Nice Job Rosalyn. Thanks! AfA¢A &,¢A A¥

Great book! I've given it as a gift to a few friends. May have a great development coming out of one

of those gifts. | may come back and add to this because of that.

Good research on the Seminoles Indians who migrated from Florida to Andros Island in the
Bahamas.
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